
APPENDIX A 
 

AVENUES OF REDRESS FOR WHISTLEBLOWING CLAIMS BEFORE THE  
MERIT SYSTEMS PROTECTION BOARD 

 
 
 
 

Disclosure Made and Alleged 
Retaliation Occurs 

 

Individual Right of Appeal (If 
no adverse action, § 1221) 
Appellant files initially with 
Office of Special Counsel 
alleging agency took or failed 
to take personnel action in 
retaliation for whistleblowing 
(No time limit) 

Otherwise Appealable Action 
(If adverse action, Chap. 75) 
Appellant files initially with 
MSPB alleging agency took or 
failed to take personnel action 
in retaliation for whistleblowing  
(30-day time limit) 

OSC finds retaliation for 
whistleblowing occurred  
 

OSC recommends and 
agency takes corrective 
action 

MSPB determines whether 
retaliation for 
whistleblowing occurred  
 

Appellant files with 
MSPB 
(60-day time limit for 
corrective action or stay) 

OSC files with MSPB 
seeking stay of adverse 
action, corrective action, 
and/or disciplinary 
action  

OSC finds no retaliation 
for whistleblowing 
occurred 

YES NO
 

MSPB orders 
appropriate 
relief 

Appellant files 
appeal with Court 
of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit 
(60-day time limit) 


