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MSPB BEGINS POSTING NONPRECEDENTIAL DECISIONS ON ITS WEBSITE

The U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board (MSPB or the Board) began posting on its website
nonprecedential orders issued on or after October 1, 2011. Nonprecedential decisions were not
previously on the MSPB website.

A nonprecedential order is one that the Board has determined does not add significantly to the
body of MSPB case law. Although parties may cite nonprecedential orders, such orders have no
precedential value. The Board and administrative judges also are not required to follow or
distinguish them in any future decisions. By contrast, a precedential decision issued as an opinion
and order has been identified by the Board as significantly contributing to the Board's case law. See
5 C.F.R. §1201.117(c).

The Board’s nonprecedential and precedential decisions are both now found on our website at
www.mspb.gov under the “MSPB Decisions” tab. The MSPB will eventually make nonprecedential
orders issued before October 1 available on its website.

Chairman Susan Tsui Grundmann commented, “The Board began issuing nonprecedential decisions
to provide the parties more information about the reasons for our decisions. Furthering our goal to
be as open and transparent as possible, we are making nonprecedential decisions available to the
public.”

If you have comments or questions about the content of MSPB’s website, please send an email to
mspb@mspb.gov. It you have a technical issue, please go to
http://hqw4/contact/techsupport.htm.

The U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board (MSPB) is an independent, quasi-judicial agency that protects Federal
merit systems and the rights of individuals within those systems. The MSPB also conducts studies of the civil

service and other merit systems in the Executive Branch.
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